: Crops
- © . Because of the impsrtanes of livestodk, dairy and poultry famming, a major

g - part of the cropland is uged: for: growing feed crops, Over 87 percent of the

3 -eropland in 195k wae used to grow hay and grass silage, Most of this feed is
uged directly on the farma end ik the immediate locality to support dairy and

_ -+ heof cattle, The L,loL sdves of habvested cropland emmerated in 1954 were

" . planted %o the following spetified evops listed in order of acreage importances
g “elover and timothy; grass leilage; alfalfa and other hay; tree fruits, nuts and
-grapesy small graine eut fior hey; owks and berries, - _

Crop Trends : o L

The crop history of
sconamic changes ocourri
emphasis and acresge Mus
show the influence of new:

farming reglon reflects to a large degree the
within it, A number of changes are apparent in the
County farmers have given to leading crops, These
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Figure 11;-‘» l;ercent of Tabtal Gropland in Leading Crops
... Masén County, 1954
(Based on U,8, Census of Agriculture, 1954)
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mechantzation of agriculture and its concequent decrease in horses which fore
merly consumed large amounte of hay and grain, Changes in the orop patterns
also result from farmers! evperimentations with various crops and farm teche
niques for specific markets,

Stinoe 1939 there have been ssveral general trends in the orop program of
Mason County farmers. The acioage in hay crops has decreasad frem i,835 acres
to L,320 acres since 1939 although cattle numbers have been increasing, Much
-, of the reduction of land for hay is the result of the increase in the use of

- grass sllage as a winter feed for cattle, The acreage in commercial vegee
tables, tree fruits and grapes and conmercial berries has flustusted since
. 1939, All land in ¢rops has decreased since 1939, according to Census data,
In 1939, there were 5,605 acres harvested for crops campared with L,LOL in 195k,
This indicates a irend in which harvested cropland has been diverted into pere
manent pastures, residential properties and other uses which do mot produce a
harvested crop, In specialty crops there have been decreases in strawberries, -
raspberries and blusherries but increases in grapes. .

Hay and Silage Crops

For many years the most important crop in Mascn County from the acreage
standpoint. has been hay, All types of hay and silage have been cut from bee
tween 3,835 to 4,630 acres, Olover and timothy, the most common types. gene~ !
rally grown in mixture, have shown scme fluotuation in mumber of acres

Table 16,~ Clover~Timothy and Alfslfa Hay
Acreage, Yield and Production
Mason County, 1939-1955

_Ciover and Timothy Bay | Alfalfa Hay
Y " Yield - ' Tield
ear { Aci'eage (tons Production || Acreage (tons Productlion
(acres) per acre) (tons) (acres) oer acre) | | (tons)

19391 1,580 1.8 2,500 10 3.0 . 30
130 1,400 1.6 2,290 10 2.0 . 20
1ISLL 1 1,400 1.6 2,260 10 2.0 20
1942 1,800 242 3,900 10 2,0 20
19431 1,900 2,4 L, 500 10 2,0 20
1L, | 2,030 1.9 3,800 10 3.0 30
10481 2,020 1.5 3,100 10 3.0 30
19461 1,960 1.8 3,500 10 2.0 20
19L7| 1,860 1o7 3,160 10 2,0 20
948 1,990 1.9 3,780 wi 20 3.0 60
ke ! 1,930 1l 2,700 30 2,0 60
1950 | 1,800 146 2,900 40 240 80
1951 | 1,500 242 1,200 30 2,0 60
19521 1,900 2.k L, 600 30 3.0 %0
1953 | 1,900 1.8 © 3shk0 30 2.0 60
1954 | 2,100 1.7 3,600 | Lo 240 80
1955 | 2,200 1.5 3,200 || ko 3.2 130

Soul‘cei UISODOA.’ Am, _Ag!‘ic. EB'b. mﬂh" .
State of Washington .
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~harvested during the past 15 yeare with.a low of 1,400 acres in 2940 and 15kl

and a high of 2,200 acres in 1955,  Wild hay and other hay comprise the next
largest portion of hay lsnd.. Small grains cut green for hay have been on a
downward trend since 1939, Acreagé of grain hay in 1939 was at a peak of 1,602
acreg compared with only 378 agres in 1949 and 288 acres in'195L, Acreage
piAnted inalfalfs hay has been incrcasing since 1947 but etill only totals Lo
acres,

~ CGrass silage is a rapidly growing farm practice in this area, It enables

- farmers to utilize green florsge crops more efficlently and to lessen losses in

hay qualily from damp weather at harvest time., In recent years numercus famms
have added silage cuttere and installed gits and &iles for staring silage,
Neerly all'of the hay produced on Magon farms is -oonsumed within the county,
Only 169 tons of hay from 11 farmé Were Teported sold, with mest of this being
sold to neighboring farms, Mason farms import mich of their alfglfa from sur-
plus areas in eastern Washington, o ' ' .

Cits, Other Small Grefns and Com .,

The production of oa
Magon County has been somew , ‘
has been the size of farm,| ' Apother 1s the high intensity of dairy and livestock
farms which divert much of the land into permanent pasture and hay land. The
acreage of oats has shown g.8llght decline.since 1940 but productiion has re-
mained fairiy constant dr-rEng this period hecause of relatively high ylelds,
Acreaze in 1915 was 196 ucres as compared to 120 acres in 1955,

Table 27 .= Osts sad Barteys Acrcage, Yaeld and Production
- Wason Ceunty, 1939:1955

p_and_cther small ‘grains on a commerci basis in
hat limited by several factors., One &f thess factors

. 'o%“ts; grain) o ﬁn %‘i ain)
- : deld i, i ! Tie -
Year | Acreage ;- - |-Productdon || Acreage | ¢4 . | Froduction
{acres) Smbu‘,;:::e) ._(bush?ls) (at:;'es) Igzeg:ie)' (bushels)
1939 | 60 43.0 | 2,580 o -~ -
19ko | 10 37.0 - 1,070 i — -
Wh2 | 170 Lowo I 6,800 § 30 | 29,0 | 810
19431 200 1,0 | 8,200 | 30 - 28,0 8ho
194l 1 250 3,0 | 8,500 f 20 28,0 560
1945 | 190 30,0 | 5,700 || ‘20 24,0 | k8o
Whé | 170 f 27,0 | hus9s f 20 | 28,0 560
947 160 27,0 |  L,y320 20 2940 560
1948 190 21,0 | 3,990 30 16,0 180
k9l 1o 20,0 2,200 | 20 13,0 260
19501 100 | 20,0 | 2,000 | 20 25,0 500
1951 | 140 18,0 2,520 {20 i 28,0 560 .
19534 130° 26,0 | ‘3,80 4§ 1w | 32,0 320
1954 1 130 16,0 2,080 10 3,0 - 310
1955 | 10 27.0 {1 3,240 10 | 36,0 360
Source: U.S.D.A,, AMS, Agric, Est, Divn,

State of Washington
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Production totaled 3,2L0 bushels in 1955, Acreage planted to barley has been
declining since 1942 and now totals 10 acres, Wheat, like barley, is grown on
vory few acres (10) and row haz become unimportant as & source of farm revemie,
Corn was produced on only 1L acres in 1954, Most of the corn was cut and used
for silage, the remainder being grazed or cut for green or dry fodder,

Berria_s_ and Vepetables

Mason Ccunty is not salf-sufficient in the production of vegetable erops
and berries, Much of this is due to the terrain and lack of fertile soll
needed in the production of commerciasl vegetables and berries, Also, much
suitable land is used for hay and pasture, The production of vegetables has
_ been decreasing since 1939 and now occupies only 1l acres. Nearly all vegew
table crops are sold in local fresh markets with little or no processing being
done. Over 360 of Mason County farmg reported raleing vegetables in gardens
for home use in 1954 ‘

Commercial berry acreage, mainly in strawberries, raspbsrries, logan=
berries and blueberries, constitutes a very small percent of total ercpland
harvested, béing less than one percent. Berry acreage has shoun a decreasing
trend and now only 36 acres are used for growing commercial berries as aofte
pared with 82 acres ih 1540 and 89 acres in 1950,

Table 18,« Beryy Crops: Strawberries, Raspberries and Leganberries
Mason County, 1949-1955

Strawberries | Red Raspberries | Loganberries
Acres | Tons | Acres | kons | Acres | Jons
9h9 1/ | 12 20 3 7 L5 150
1950 10 20 5 7 Lo 50
. 1951 15 20 2/ | 2 40 60
1952 . 15 30. /AR 14 Lo 70
1953 2 2/ 2/ 1%/ 2 2
1954 1 20 10 2 3
1955 5 8. 5 113 25 25
1986 2/ | 10 8 2/ 2 30

1/ Census of Agriculture data.

2/ No date aveilable for inter~censal years,
1951, 1952, 1953, 1956,

3/ Data from U.S.D.A., Agric, Estimates Division,

Iree Fruits, Nuts and Grapes

Mason County had a total of 337 acres planted in frult trees, nuts and
grapes in 1954, This is a deorease from the 470 acres in 1940 and the 537
acree in 1945, The rnumber of fruit and nut trees of all ages on all Mason
County farms in the last Census wes: apples (2,317), filberte (1,319), plums
and prunss (506), .

Grapes were grown on 69 farms having & total of 98,500 vines, Moet of
the vineyards in Mason County are located near Grapeview on Puget Sound where
& winery and several juice processing plante are maintained. The principal
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variety of grape grown in this area is the Island Belle which is also grown in
other parts of Washingtor. HMason County ie fourth in the state in grapevines,

Census emumerations --s}-nca 1940 have indicated a decrease in fruit and mt
trees, Many orchards have been removed from lands that are suited for the
growing of more profitable erope. Other orchards have gone into suburban resie
dential property, Freezing weather in 1950 and 1955 killed numerous fruit
wregs which have not been tiaplacgd, - In general, wectern Washington tree fruits
are unable %o .compete in the market with Yakima County and other eastern Washw
ington orchard areas, = SR

Kuroery and Greephouse Products: Flovers, Bilbe and Plants

_ Sgles from rursery prodhcts, flowers and flowering plants amounted to over
#38,000 in 195k, . Although|the acres planted to these products have decreased
since 1950, the greenhouse | space under glass has increased nearly six and 8
‘half times. -The greenhouse businese hae &hewm a steady trend upward since 1939
with sales from this business ameunting to $36,400 in 195) which was about 96
percent of the total sales from mursery and greeniiouse products, .

Table 19 ~ Horticuliural § cialties: Nursery Products, Greenhouse Products,
Flowers, Plants, Bulbs, Seeds, Mushrooms and other Special Flants
Mason County, 19391954

serﬁ-ﬁoducﬁs T ¥ tower's --;andﬁoweﬁng pﬁiﬁs, -bulbs and eeecs;. =

{ahrubs, trees and;, vegetables, vegetable seeds, plants, mushrooms
Consus | _ormepentals) | prown in fields and under glass for sale. -
Tear Acres [Sales fr 3jj Acres in Gr:(a:qnlr:g:ef:g:ce Sales from farms

[Flanted| Nurseries open fields ~under glass) daring the year
%ggz o 1y iy 10 1,310 $ 3,083

2 L - - mew L

1949 8 2,111 15 8,600 $2l, 815

1/ Where.less than 3 farms report, data are included only in State totals, .
2/ Yo Consus-data are aveilable for 19k,

Scurce: U.S, Census, Agrioulture

s

|
. L. T e A e M,-l'_;.,-.“; SR I I S . o
it e s e ) e e i b R ) me e 2 g et s L L ae e et




